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said Swift, after a pause; " he gave me the education of a
dog." " Then," answered the intrepid inquirer, " you have
not the gratitude of a dog." And perhaps that is our nat-
ural impression. Yet we do not know enough of the facts
to judge with confidence. Swift, whatever his faults, was
always a warm and faithful friend; and perhaps it is the"
most probable conjecture that Godwin Swift bestowed his
charity coldly and in such a way as to hurt the pride of
the recipient. In any case, it appears that Swift showed
his resentment in a manner more natural than reasonable.
The child is tempted to revenge himself by knocking his
head against the rock which has broken his shins; and
with equal wisdom the youth who fancies that the world
is not his friend tries to get satisfaction by defying its
laws. Till the time of his degree (February, 1686), Swift
had been at least regular in his conduct, and if the neglect
of his relations had discouraged his industry, it had not
provoked him to rebellion. During the three years which
followed he became more reckless. He was still a mere
lad, just eighteen at the time of his degree, when he fell
into more or less irregular courses. In rather less than
two years he was under censure for seventy weeks. The
offences consisted chiefly in neglect to attend chapel and
in "town-haunting," or absence from the nightly roll-calL
Such offences perhaps appear to be more flagrant than
they really are in the eyes of college authorities. Twice
he got into more serious scrapes. He was censured (March
16,1687), along with his cousin, Thomas Swift, and several
others, for " notorious neglect of duties and frequenting
*tbe town,'" And on his twenty-first birthday (Nov. 30,
1688) he1 was punished, along with several others, for ex-

1 Possibly this was Ms cousia Thomas, but the probabilities are
clearly In favour of Jonathan.
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